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January 16, 2024

From: Prof. Jonas Ruskus

Department of Social Work, Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania

Former (2015-2022) expert and vice-chair of the UN CRPD

Address: K.Donelai¢io 58, LT-44244, Kaunas, Lithuania, email: jonas.ruskus@vdu.lt

To: Governor of Kanagawa Prefecture; Disabled Persons Committee of Kanagawa Prefecture

Dear Mr Yuji Kuroiwa, Governor of Kanagawa Prefecture
Dear Mr Kenji Shuto, Vice Governor of Kanagawa Prefecture

It is with great pleasure I recall your kind invitation to visit Kanagawa Prefecture for meeting you and persons with
intellectual disabilities at the newly created community-oriented service for them, in September 2022. I highly appreciate
your very warm welcome.

I would like to reacknowledge your remarkable effort and contribution in recognising the human rights of persons with
intellectual disabilities by giving hope and opportunities for them to live in society on equal basis with other people. You
have truly made a difference by initiating the reform of deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities and I strongly
encourage you to continue in that way!

As a former expert-member and vice-chair of the Committee of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
of the United Nations (the CRPD), as well as the co-rapporteur of the Committee on the report of Japan to the United
Nations on the implementation of the CRPD in Japan, I am filled with joy at seeing and hearing, that in in Kanagawa
Prefecture, that I had a chance to visit and see, there are substantive initiatives to make progress in line of the Convention.

I do hear that, beyond the reform aiming at deinstitutionalisation and community-oriented services, you are also initiating
the forum, also called the Disabled Persons Committee, for the purpose of hearing the voices of persons with disabilities,
also making meaningful their participation at policy-making at its all levels and stages, also promoting the capacity of
diversity of persons with disabilities to be full actors of their lives and their contribution to society. I wish the international
slogan Nothing About Us Without Us become a real practice in Kanagawa Prefecture. From my personal and professional
experience, I have seen many time, how effective for all is this slogan when well put in policy and practice.

I sincerely congratulate you for such a substantial implementation by creating the Disabled Persons Committee, which is
not only explicitly in line with the CRPD Convention, but also may and should become a resource, motor and guide of
further reforms in relation to the rights of persons with disabilities in Kanagawa Prefecture.

It is most important to note that the Forum-Committee must be meaningfully involved at the Government of Kanagawa
Prefecture in the decision-making processes in relation to all areas of live, since still today persons with disabilities, on the
ground of their impairments, face structural barriers to live on equal bases with others, as observed in the Concluding
Observations to Japan of the CRPD Committee in 2020 (see ref. CRPD/C/JPN/CO/1).

In this connection I strongly recommend to keep a track of the provisions CRPD Convention as obligated by Japan, its
State party, including of its General Comments and Statements, that elucidate on the standards and provisions of the
Convention. You may find all of them on the CRPD Committee’s webpage https://www.ohchr.org/en/treaty-bodies/crpd.
The CRPD Convention and its jurisprudence are here to help the States parties to ensure that all persons whit disabilities
live on equal bases with others.

I wish that the progress you have made over past years in Kanagawa Prefecture in relation to the rights of persons with
disabilities become a source of your inspiration for your further developments in eliminating discriminatory and creating
human rights-based practices and provisions. In addition to that, I wish that Kanagawa Prefecture become a role model for
other prefectures in Japan and internationally.

I look forward to further updates as the process of implementing rights of persons with disabilities is a continuing process,
requiring a lot of human rights-based awareness and political will, involvement and participation of diversity of people,
particularly of persons with disabilities, including those who require more intensive support,

Sincerely Yours

Jonas Ruskus
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