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Study on Unused Resources For Use as Manure (Part 3)
Composting Method a Using Tofu Refuse(okara) and Coffee

Refuse Mixture
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Summary

1) The fertilizer component of Tofu refuse (okara) is high. However, a noxious oder from ammmonia is
produced during fermentation. When coffee refuse is used, the composting is excellent. However, this
compost exerts a bad influence on the growth of the plant. In this study a the method of making a
compost mixing toufu refuse with coffee refuse was examined.

2) Both of the above detriments were rectified when toufu refuse was mixed with coffee refuse, and a
good quality compost was manufactured. A compost which mixes toufu refuse with coffee refuse reduces
the level of nitrogen which causes the noxious oder. Furthermore, this compost does not damage growing
crops.

3) The best mixture of toufu refuse and coffee refuse was investigated. As a result of this investigation,
toufu refuse content of 40%6-60% was found to be suitable. Good compost was also manufactured by
mixing toufu refuse and coffee refuse with equal amounts.

4) When making to compost, the first fermentation is conducted for about 10 days in an airtight type
composting plant. Two to three months are necessary for the second fermentation. A high temperature
continues for a long time when toufu refuse is mixed with coffee refuse. Therefore, the compost has a
tendency to dry too much. The compost rebounds more than once a month. If the moisture percentage
becomes 50% or less, water needs to be added. ‘

5) In 1000 kg of original raw material moisture was 717kg, organic was material 275kg, and inorganic
material was 8kg. Moisture decreased to 55.7% during the first fermentation. Moreover, moisture was
further decreased to 17.9% by the second fermentation. Concerning organic material, 32% decomposed
during the first fermentation and 61% decomposed by the second fermentation. The loss of nitrogen was
only 2.Tkg in total, and, thus, a loss of nitrogen was prevented.

6) The composition of the compost at the end of second fermentation was a nitrogen level of 55%, a
phosphorus acid level of 1.2%, and a potassium level of 1.6%. The compost had a high level of nitrogen.
As a result of tomato seedling experiments, if the soil has a 12.5% compost content, the results would be
the same as that of chemical fertilizers.

7) Good quality compost can be manufactured by the mixture of toufu refuse and coffee refuse. The
possibility of this being put to practical use is large. When waste is combined and the technology which
manufactures good quality compost gains in popularity, a large advantage for both of urban life and
agricultural production is obtained.

Key words : Unused Resources, Tofu Refuse(Okara), Coffee Refuse, Composting, Airtight type
Composting Plant.
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