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Effect of Tea Field Management on the

Land Leech Haemadipsa zeylanica japonica

Yoshiya SHIRAKI,Akira KUROSAWA,Shinsaku KATAGI, Takanori SHIMAZU
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Summary

We conducted a study to understand the seasonally prevalent occurence and the effect of tea field management on the
land leech Haemadipsa zeylanica japonica in Kanagawa Prefecture.
1) Tendency for seasonal prevalence occurrence of the land leech increase from April to June and September to
November,whereas they decreased from July to August.
2) Land leechs tended to decrease by pesticide application and calcium cyanamide application,with NAC found to be the
most effective pesticide against them.
3) However the effect of animal barrier nets was not observed.This was due to transport of land leech by wild boar and
deer,as well as the tea fields' high humidity.
4) The result of this study shows that it is possible to decrease land leeches by means of tea field management,humidity
control,and the measure of keeping animals away from the tea field.
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