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Kumiki Zaiku Wooden Puzzles Hikimono Toys

Odawara / Hakone Odawara
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Hakone Yosegi Zaiku
Hakone / Odawara
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Traditional Craft Techniques in Kanagawa Prefecture
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Odawara Lacquerware
Odawara
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Kamakurabori
Kamakura
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Mokuzougan
Hakone / Odawara
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It is said that the technique of making Hakone Yosegi Zaiku
marquetry or Hakone mosaic woodwork was invented by
Ishikawa Ninhei, a craftsman in Hatajuku, Hakone, toward the
end of Edo era. As mountains in Hakone are blessed with
various trees, Ishikawa took advantage of natural colors and
shades of the woods to form geometric patterns. At the
beginning, random yosegi and pattern unit with basic designs
were mainly made. Today, as machines and means of processing
have been improved, Yosegi Zaiku with a variety of elaborate
patterns are produced.

This traditional technique is highly original and cannot be found
anywhere else in Japan.

(Designated as traditional craft product by the Minister of
Economy, Trade and Industry in 1984)
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In earlier times in the Odawara area, dishes and bowls without
lacquering were made of wood found in abundance in the nearby
Hakone Mountains. When the production of Sagami Urushi
lacquer began, the technique of lacquering woodenware was
introduced and Odawara Lacquering was born.

Wood bases are made with excellent hikimano (turnery)
techniques and polished with scouring rushes. Then, raw lacquer
is rubbed repeatedly into the bases to bring out the beauty of
natural grain of zelkova to the full. This technique is called suri-
urushi(lacquer rubbing-in) and a special feature of Odawara
Lacquerawre.

Representative products are trays, dishes, bowls,

saucers for teacup, multitiered food boxes,

tea boxes and rice bowls.

(Designated as traditional craft product by the Minisier of
Economy, Trade and Industry in 1984)
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Kamakurabori is said to have been invented during the
Kamakura era(approximately 800 years ago), when,
inspired by craftworks imported from China, wooden ritual
articles and furniture at temples were carved and
lacquered in Chinese style.

In more recent years, tea utensils and housewares
began to be produced by using the same technique as in
ancient times. Kamakurabori is robust lacquerware,

where flowers, birds and other designs are skillfully
carved like a relief and urushi lacquer is painted
repeatedly.

(Designated as traditional craft product by the Minister of
Economy, Trade and Industry in 1979)
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Mokuzougan (wood inlay) or Mokuga (wood picture) is

the traditional work of art that creates elaborate patterns
by inlaying wood pieces of different colors and types.
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Himitsu-Bako
Hakone / Odawara
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Himitsu-Bako or secret box is a small wooden puzzle box
that is made using wood working joints.




